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“We learn, not for school, but for life” 

Dear Student and Parents, 
 I am excited to be here as your teacher, and look forward to working with you through this school year. I am confident 
it will be a positive experience for each of us.  Here are some guidelines and information to make it successful. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OUTLINE 

 This calculus lab class is designed to help make your experience in AP Calculus more successful and enjoyable.  

All students in this class must also be concurrently enrolled in either AB or BC Calculus.  We meet every other day in 

between your regular calculus class which will allow you access to help from your peers and instructor on assignments 

and time to prepare for quizzes and tests.  Daily activities will include group instruction and activities as well as 

individualized work.  This lab/help class is required for Advanced Placement Calculus BC and is not required for AP 

Calculus AB but can greatly improve your experience and success in this AP course.   

 

 Expect daily in-class assignments, periodic quizzes, and individual or group projects related to your study of calculus.   

Much of our time each day will be devoted to your calculus homework assignment.   

 

ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY 

Your success in Calculus is tied to your attendance. Rules of thumb - don’t be late or absent.  THS Attendance policy states: 

“Students bear a tremendous responsibility in the education process. Students must be in their classes on time, and 
come prepared to learn. Whenever students are absent, they have the responsibility to arrange with their teachers for 
make-up work. However, the classroom experience cannot be duplicated through make-up assignments. Absenteeism 
also affects a student’s classmates, and places a burden on teachers. Teacher time and energy used for re-teaching, 
repeating instructions, and preparing make-up materials is taken away from students who attend regularly. Similarly, 
students who come to class late interrupt learning for those who arrived on time”. 

 

ELECTRONICS 

These are not allowed in the classroom. (District Policy #2.4) Their use distracts you and others from learning and is 

disrespectful of the teacher and fellow classmates. If they are seen or used during class they will be confiscated and delivered 

to the principal’s office at a convenient time. The owner’s parent may pick it up from the principal’s office. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Cheating demonstrates a lack of integrity and character. Cheating is attempting to take credit for someone else’s work, using 

unauthorized materials on the assignment, quiz or test, or otherwise attempting to deceive the teacher regarding your 

knowledge and ability. THS policy states, “Consequences for proven acts of cheating, plagiarism, or fabrication, whether 

intentional or otherwise, shall be determined on an individual basis by instructors, counselors, and administrators, depending on 

the frequency and severity of the transgression(s)”.  Consequences for cheating in this class result in a zero and possible failure 

of the course along with notification of parents and administration. 

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE 

In the classroom we share the responsibility for learning.  For my part, I will not allow any student to stop us from learning.  

Nor will I allow any student to engage in behavior that is not in his/her best interest or the best interest of others.  If you 

choose to engage in a behavior that disrupts our learning environment the following consequences will occur. 

 First, the student and teacher will have a conference at the teacher's convenience. 

 Second, if the behavior persists, a parent-teacher conference will be held to discuss behaviors and consequences. 

 Third, parents will attend a conference with the student, teacher and administrator to discuss alternatives. 

 

Along with all these negative consequences, a focus on positive behavior will be emphasized.  In other words, a student will be 

rewarded for behavior that contributes to the success of our class.  Anytime I may compliment you personally, send a positive 

note or call to your parents.  You may not be perfect, but every day you do something right as a math student.  I will do my best 

to recognize that. 

 

  



GRADING 

Our goal is for all students to achieve success in this and future math courses. Scores will be totaled and grades will be given 

according to the following percentages.    
 

A ≥ 92.5%  B 82.5% to 86.49% C 72.5% to 76.49% D 62.5% to 66.49% 

A- 89.5% to 92.49% B- 79.5% to 82.49% C- 69.5% to 72.49% D- 59.5% to 62.49% 

B+ 86.5% to 89.49% C+ 76.5% to 79.49%  D+ 66.5% to 69.49% F < 59.5% 

  

 
Your grade will be made up of the following categories:  

 Participation (40%)  Attendance/ Participation will account for 40% of the final grade. Every day, up to 10 points will 

be given for punctual attendance and active participation. Three points will be deducted if a student is tardy (within 10 

minutes of the bell), and ten points deducted for either an absence or a “way tardy” (after 15 minutes past the bell). 

The remaining participation points come from student’s contribution in class.  Each student will be allowed two 

absences--either parent or school excused--per term without loss of daily participation points. 

 

 Quizzes (25%)  Daily quizzes will cover calculus concepts, facts, formulas, and applications.  These quizzes will relate 

to current and previously studied calculus topics. 

 

 Skills (25%)  Daily skills will cover any mathematical skill needed to help you in AP Calculus ranging from algebra to 

what we learned the previous day.  

 

 Projects/Labs (10%)  About every three-four weeks we will have a calculus lab activity.  This may include a guided 

discovery activity in which you build your own calculus ideas, data gathering and analysis, application of calculus 

concepts, or work in the computer lab with mathematics software.  

 

Extra credit will be rare and never extended to only one student. The teacher will make the determination if and when 

extra credit will be offered to the class.  

 

 You can assure success in this class by participating in class, asking questions, having a positive attitude, doing your 

homework on night one and working hard. Outside help is available before (7:15-7:40 AM), or after school (2:15-2:45 PM) almost 

every day.  Ask for the help you need to succeed.  I am always willing to help students but I can only help a student who is 

willing to come in and ask. There are lots of good resources on our Calculus website.  Be sure to check them out as soon as 

possible.  Grades are available daily on the Skyward website.  Your student login and password are available by calling THS 

Counseling at 801-610-8175. 

 

 As a teacher, I am very serious about our purpose here in the classroom.  I expect you as a student to take this 

responsibility seriously as well. Now, if you can still smile after reading all this, please do so and we'll have an enjoyable year 

together. I am so excited to have you in class. If you have any questions or concerns about any of these policies, please contact 

me at any time. Thanks for joining us in Calculus Lab. 

 

            Sincerely,  

               Mrs. Vander Wilt  


