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“We learn, not for school, but for life” 

Dear Student and Parents, 
 I am excited to be here as your teacher, and look forward to working with you through this school year. I am confident 
it will be a positive experience for each of us.  Here are some guidelines and information to make it successful. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OUTLINE 

 This Advanced Placement course in mathematics consists of a full academic year of work in calculus comparable to 

courses in colleges and universities.  It is expected that upon successfully completing this AP calculus course you will seek 

college credit and/or placement from a college or university by completing the AP Mathematics Exam in May.  A practice exam 

(included in grades) will be given on the morning of a Saturday in May prior to the AP exam.  

 Students enrolled in this class should have demonstrated mastery of Algebra, Geometry, and Pre-Calculus (including 

trig).  I think you will find this calculus course both stimulating and challenging.  Compared to other high school courses, this 

class will require more time and work, but also brings greater opportunity for individual progress and accomplishment.   

 We have an outstanding text, Taylor, Gary; Shaw, Michael.  Calculus Extended.  2015. This is a consumable textbook 

that you will be keeping. Because this book will be yours you need to pay a $10 fee to the financial office as soon as 

possible. It is essential that you bring this text to class every day as this is where your notes and homework will be coming 

from. Another text Calculus, Graphical, Numerical, Algebraic will be available for checkout as an addition resource if you so 

desire. This course will require the use of a graphing calculator.  A Texas Instrument TI-84 CE calculator is strongly 

recommended; however any other graphing calculator will suffice.  A limited numbers of calculators are available for rental to 

students in the media center for $20. If you would like to rent one please see me to get a check out form. Also you will need to 

have paper and a pencil with you each day in class to start your homework. Although not required, I suggest having a 3 ring 

binder to keep you’re a materials organized.  

 

ATTENDANCE AND TARDY POLICY 

Your success in Calculus is tied to your attendance. Rules of thumb - don’t be late or absent.  THS Attendance policy states: 

“Students bear a tremendous responsibility in the education process. Students must be in their classes on time, and 
come prepared to learn. Whenever students are absent, they have the responsibility to arrange with their teachers for 
make-up work. However, the classroom experience cannot be duplicated through make-up assignments. Absenteeism 
also affects a student’s classmates, and places a burden on teachers. Teacher time and energy used for re-teaching, 
repeating instructions, and preparing make-up materials is taken away from students who attend regularly. Similarly, 
students who come to class late interrupt learning for those who arrived on time”. 

 

ELECTRONICS 

These are not allowed in the classroom. (District Policy #2.4) Their use distracts you and others from learning and is 

disrespectful of the teacher and fellow classmates. If they are seen or used during class they will be confiscated and delivered 

to the principal’s office at a convenient time. The owner’s parent may pick it up from the principal’s office. 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Cheating demonstrates a lack of integrity and character. Cheating is attempting to take credit for someone else’s work, using 

unauthorized materials on the assignment, quiz or test, or otherwise attempting to deceive the teacher regarding your 

knowledge and ability. THS policy states, “Consequences for proven acts of cheating, plagiarism, or fabrication, whether 

intentional or otherwise, shall be determined on an individual basis by instructors, counselors, and administrators, depending on 

the frequency and severity of the transgression(s)”.  Consequences for cheating in this class result in a zero and possible failure 

of the course along with notification of parents and administration. 

 

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR AND DISCIPLINE 

In the classroom we share the responsibility for learning.  For my part, I will not allow any student to stop us from learning.  

Nor will I allow any student to engage in behavior that is not in his/her best interest or the best interest of others.  If you 

choose to engage in a behavior that disrupts our learning environment the following consequences will occur. 

 First, the student and teacher will have a conference at the teacher's convenience. 

 Second, if the behavior persists, a parent-teacher conference will be held to discuss behaviors and consequences. 

 Third, parents will attend a conference with the student, teacher and administrator to discuss alternatives. 



Along with all these negative consequences, a focus on positive behavior will be emphasized.  In other words, a student will be 

rewarded for behavior that contributes to the success of our class.  Anytime I may compliment you personally, send a positive 

note or call to your parents.  You may not be perfect, but every day you do something right as a math student.  I will do my best 

to recognize that. 

 

GRADING 

Our goal is for all students to achieve success in this and future math courses. Scores will be totaled and grades will be given 

according to the following percentages.    

A ≥ 92.5%  B 82.5% to 86.49% C 72.5% to 76.49% D 62.5% to 66.49% 

A- 89.5% to 92.49% B- 79.5% to 82.49% C- 69.5% to 72.49% D- 59.5% to 62.49% 

B+ 86.5% to 89.49% C+ 76.5% to 79.49%  D+ 66.5% to 69.49% F < 59.5% 

 
Your grade will be made up of the following categories:  

 Tests (50%)  Tests are given at the end of each chapter. All tests must be completed within the class period.  If you 

miss the day of the test they will need to go take the test in our schools testing center within a week of the test date. 

Retakes will not be given. Test Remediation: Students are expected to correct tests using the “test remediation form” 

(found in my room or on the class website) and work through each part of the form completely, accurately, and neatly. 

To ensure quality work, students will be required to discuss test remediation with me at a pre-established time. If 

students can demonstrate a mastery of content then students will earn half of the missed points back for that test.  

 

 Quizzes (25%)  Unit quizzes will be given approximately every day. They will test material covered in daily notes, as 

well as homework questions. Students who miss the quiz will need to make arrangements as soon as they return to take 

the quiz. Retakes will not be allowed. Students will have the opportunity to remediate their quiz in the same manner as 

tests.  

 

 Practice/ Homework (25%)  There will be in-class and homework assignments given almost every day. Assignments 

are expected to be completed by the next class period unless otherwise indicated. Each homework assignment will need 

to be formatted in a specific way. You may refer to the poster in the front of my classroom. If an assignment is not 

completed by the start of the next class period, the assignment will be considered late. If it is turned in by the day of 

the unit test, it will receive a maximum of 70%. Students who are absent will be given until the day of the unit test 

to turn in any missed assignments for full credit. Assignments cement the understanding of concepts. You must show 

your work on each problem to receive credit. Part of becoming an expert at anything is the practice involved. When you 

practice math well, you will be better prepared for the test. Check each incorrect problem and rework the problem to 

understand why it was missed. (You are responsible for your understanding of concepts.)   

   

Extra credit will be rare and never extended to only one student. The teacher will make the determination if and when 

extra credit will be offered to the class. Grades are earned every day. Do not expect to change your grade right at the end of 

the term. I will do my best to update grades often. It is your responsibility to check your grades often and communicate with 

me if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

 You can assure success in this class by participating in class, asking questions, having a positive attitude, doing your 

homework on night one and working hard. Outside help is available before (7:15-7:40 AM), or after school (2:15-2:45 PM) 

almost every day. Students and parents are welcome to receive additional help during consultation time each Monday (9:58-

10:18). Ask for the help you need to succeed.  I am always willing to help students but I can only help a student who is willing 

to come in and ask. There are lots of good resources on our Calculus website.  Be sure to check them out as soon as possible.  

Grades are available daily on the Skyward website.  Your student login and password are available by calling THS Counseling at 

801-610-8175. 

 

 As a teacher, I am very serious about our purpose here in the classroom.  I expect you as a student to take this 

responsibility seriously as well. Now, if you can still smile after reading all this, please do so and we'll have an enjoyable year 

together. I am so excited to have you in class. If you have any questions or concerns about any of these policies, please contact 

me at any time. Thanks for joining us in Calculus. 

 

            Sincerely,  

               Mrs. Vander Wilt  



For Parents: 

 

I am excited to have your student in our class this year. My goal is to help your child be successful in his/her 

studies, but I will need your help to reach this goal.  Research has shown that parent’s active involvement has an 

enormous influence on a child’s success in school.   

 

Please review this document with your student and fill out the google form found on my website 

(vanderwiltmath.weebly.com). I request your response by this form so I will have an additional way of 

communicating with you throughout the year.  If you can’t fill out the form please sign this hard-copy below and 

have your student return it. 

 

Learning is a complicated process, involving hard work, frustration, time, patience, and perseverance on the part of 

the learner.  The reward of this process however is a solid understanding of mathematics which allows your student 

to move on in their studies with confidence. 

 

Here is how I feel you can best help your child succeed in mathematics: 

 

• Make sure your student attends school every day.  

• Make sure your child does the homework assignment every night. Your student will not be successful 

without doing his/her homework.  

• Set up a regular homework time and environment (TV, iPod, cell phone, etc. are turned off). 

• I will provide your student with plenty of resources to use should he/she become stuck while doing 

homework. Encourage their use rather than accepting an excuse for not doing the homework. 

• Please register on Skyward with your own password and check your message center often. You can 

access their attendance, grades, and receive regular messages regarding their progress in our class.  

If you don’t know your password (different than your child’s), call your child’s counselor. 

 

Thank you for your support. Should you have any questions or concerns, please keep in touch with me often by email 

or telephone (kvanderwilt@alpinedistrict.org  801-610-8175 ext.786136) 

 

 

 

 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

         

        

 

Student Name       

                                              

       Class        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

Signature of Student:  ____________________________________________________________________    

                                                                                                                   

Signature of Parent:                                       

 

Contact Information: _____________________________________________________________________ 
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